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HISfPOBICAL BEPORT FDB UTILITY SQVADEDFJ SIX (K) 
PERIOD 1 YbIZCH 1952 TO 30 JmtE 1952 

1, Lieutenant Collraoder RAcbardson We S83aER, 99749, 0. S. Navy, 
CnrrAnding Officer during the period 1 March 1952 t o  30 June 1952. 

2. Directly under the Camwder Wall* Ring, U. 5. Atlantic Fleet 

3. Utility &pdron SIX (IS), U, 8. Atlantic Fleet, a t  Naval Air 
station, Norfolk, Virginia, 

4, Target Pilotless Aircraft Units of B t i l i t y  Squadron S I X  (K) 
were deployed ae follows during the period 1 March 1952 t o  30 Jane 1952: 

U n i t  fl 1 w - 8 -  USS S U R U  (BD-18) 
19 liaS - 21 W SSS mUER (Aw-54) 

Unit #2 l l l a r - 3 0 J u n e  F.A.D.T.C, D ~ B I  Heck, Va, 

Unit #3 5 Apr - 19 Apr US ~ C H  BAX ( A V P , ~ )  

USS W A S P  (CV-18) Unit #A 21 Apr - 17 lLay 
23 M q  - 30 June USS W A S P  (CV-18) 

U n i t  #5 19 H q  - 23 Ylny USS OFiIOY (AS-lt3) 
23 June - 26 Jane USS RIBEXIT L. WILSON (DD-7) 

h 

unit #6 1Yar-9- USS PITTSBURGH (CA-72) 
9w7-31EB0r OSS BALTIMOBE (CA-68) 
31 - 11 J ~ n e  USS T U U A  ( ~ ~ - 4 3 )  

U n i t  #7 1W-Um USS IDHAFtD We GIIYOBE (-6) 
19 Jnne - 27 Jtm~ C q  LeJenne, Blorth Carolina 

U n i t  #8 10 Uar - 13 MW USS 08101 (as;Ls) 
28 H q  - 15 June Camp LeJeune, Berth Carolina 

U n i t  #9 1 Mar - 30 June fhan& Bay, Cnba 

Ekperimental 29 M a r  - 4 Apr USS SHELrlANDOAH ( G 2 6 )  
8 June - 30 June OSS DES MOIBES ( ~ ~ 1 3 4 )  

5. The area of geographic responsibflity regEtrding sBaall drone 
services is  the Atlantic Ocean, Heditemem Sea, and Caribbean Seaa. 

6, Utili.ty Squadmn SIX (K) m e  c d s e i o n e d  on 1 Yarch 1952 from 
T P/A Units, Utility Wing, 8. S, AUantic Fleet. 



HISTOBICAL REPORT LglB OTILf!TY SQ$ADIdOH S I X  (K) 
PEBIOD 1 MARCH 1952 M 30 JUlTE 1952 (COI?T1) 

1, The post c ~ s s i o ~ n g  period was an extremely h a y  one since 
the task of organizing the departraents of the squadron had to  be carried 
on nithaat i n t d e r r i n g  nith a heavy schedule of f lee t  operations, The 
task was complicated because the equaBron was a mall. one wlth only seven- 
teen (17) officers, All reports aad fhncltions required of larger sqaadrona 
were maintained i n  addition t o  those i t a m  peQaliar to target pilotless 
aircraft . 

2. Considerable favorable coamenf has been reoeived from f leet  units 
participating i n  target pilotLes8 aimraft exercisers dazing this period, 
The eervices rdered have been generally exeellent and have resulted in 
ever increasing requests for m u d l  drone services. In addition to a sharp 
increase i n  services prodded to  the'Chesapedke Training Gmp,  services 
not heretofore prodded were p shed t o  the Key West Raining Graup and 
to  the USYIC anti-aircraft units a t  Camp Lejaene, Horth Carolina, 
---- re 3. SfaHltaneans two plane attack8 were Feurpished on an experimental 
basis t o  the USS SHl!Z!lmAH (-26) on 3 April, and to the USS EOWASU) 1. 

1 GIUiOm ( m 6 )  on 6 IIleiy. Two tmgeta were launched and eontrolled siaml- 
/ taneausu on separate radio uontrrP1 frequencies, Simltaneeus attacks 

I 
were made bg. both targets frm d o g s  alevation angles and bearings, These 
exercises were highly praised $. the participating ships as the most real- 
i s t i c  training ever conducted by them, - has eetabliahed a pro- 
ject t o  hjvaluate this .type opera.t;Son as an advanced trainiag exercise for 

L4 other units of the Bt3antic Fleet. 

4, Target pilotless s i rcraf t  operations i n  the 19orfalP; area were 
consideraw hampered when the C-'7'745 wbnt Snto the yard for over- 
haul on 11 June. BU request8 for lad aervieeal have been met bg embark- 
ing the KD U n i t  on ships requeeting services, Efficient utilization of 
KD Units, however, is  m t  possible under these conditions since the d t  
is  uaually embarked for aa entire week i n  order to provide oiae or two 
days of ED s e d c e s .  

5 ,  The KDC has not proven gnurely satisfaotorg as a latmohing craft 
for slncrll drone operations since adequate deek space is  not available for 
assembly ard storage of targets, and operations cannot be aonducted from 
i t s  decks dth seas running over five feet  i n  height, A study Is now be- 
ing conducted bg the Bureau of Ships t o  locate a 1aa2nching craft more 
suitable for the purpose, An MIL i s  preaenUy being need bg KD Units of 
the Padfic  Fleet for this parpose and is considered by them to be highly , 

aatisf actory 

Enclosure (1) 



HISTOBICAL BEPOBT P'oR UTILITY SQUBDBON SXX (1) 
m Pmon 1 MARCH 1952 ~0.30 d ~ i ~  1952 ( m ~ ~ f )  

6.  This c o d  has a ISD U n i t  stationed permanently at eaah of the 
following places at  present the:  

(a) Sixth Fleet, Mediterranean Sea 
(b) Guanta- Bay, Cuba 
(c) Fleet Alr Defense Training Center, Dam Heck, Virginia 

7. Future requirements indlieate that an additional unit rN1 be re- 
quired at each of the following laoationet 

(a) HAS I l q  West, Florida 
(b) 1118 €&onget Point, Rhode Islad 
(c) W C S  Camp LeJuene, b r t h  Carolina 

8- Op- operatiom fra ~~ Bay, adba, Quomet Point, 
W e  Island, and K e g  lest, IloriQs rill reqaire that a suitable KD 
lentgching d t  be available at these looatisne. 

O m  H. BEuc 
hmanding Offlcer (hting) 
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1. lir ao~plianqa w i t h  reference ( 

DECLASSIFIED 



HISToaIcAL aBPnaT XSt UTILITY SQUURGIS SIX (B) 
PERIOD 1 JULY 1952 TO 31 DEGBIDEB 1952 

1. Target Pilotless Unite of*Util i ty Squadroll SIX (IC) and the 
KDC-C-77U5 were deployed aa follower 

Unit # 2 l J P l g - 5 h g W t i  F.A.D.T.C,, Du Neak, Va. 
9 W f  - 4 September USS PlXCSBtRGH (CA-72) 
29 8egterb.r - 10 Oetobor Camp Werme, Earth Carolina 
19 l ovukr  - 26 Ilovembor US$ P W  (c-lQ2) 
5 Dooembor - 31 lheo~ber ?.A.D.l'.C,, Dam Heek, Va. 

bit # 3 7 July - 9 July USS SALHUO BAY (CVE-110) 
U J e - 2 5 J . r r 3 j  USS SJEiRA (no-U) 
20 Amgwt - 11 Chtobr USS H)lB MAUDAU (Ub2l) 
20 Oetober Ootobor USS VAWOUE (A-55) 
24 lovembslr - 26 Bovember USS KULA WLF (CWl-108) 

bit # 4 1 July - 3 Oetobar USS BALTD10R.E ( ~ l r 6 8 )  
3 O o t o h  - 12 0etob.r USS CORAL SEA (CVB-43) 
28 ilovembor - 5 beember Camp frJeuue, IJorth Carolina 

Unit # 7 13 Ju ly -18  JW USS BWCX -D (CWB-106) 
2 8 J I J g - 2 9 J O  IULABYa ( ~ ~ 3 7 )  
25 wart - 31 Ikc-br USS QUBCY (CA-73.) 

tinit # 8 y J d ~ - 1 7 J w  IJSS YmreARA (PBVA-6) 
23 July - 8 hgwt WOW, Ilorth Carolina 

€init # 9 1 July - 31 heember thntanaao By, Cube 

b q ~ o r i ~ e n t d  1 J- - 4 ass ms m n ~ s  (cn-1%) 
ZS August - 3 Saflembu Cerp Weme, lorth Carolina 
10 Sopternbar - 20 September Camp Weme,  North C.r~l1Pa 

1 July - 5 hUp@t Uorfolk H a w  Shipyard, 
Portraouth, Virgigir 

5 datqramt - 31 Ikeeabm 38 KD operational md train- 
iag uereieer i n  tho @em- 
poake Bay m d  Virginia Capam 
aS0.I. 



TORICAL flZ?CRT FCR UTILITY SJJmON SIX (K) 
IOD 1 JULY 1952 TO 31 DECEWER 1952 (CONT~D) 

1. During the period of t h i s  report  there was a sharp increase i n  
the number or' requests from uni ts  of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet for  drone 
services. It is  considered t h a t  t h i s  was a d i rec t  resu l t  of f l e e t  recog- 
n i t ion  of the greatly improved services rendered by our units since 
commissioning of the squadron on 1 Xarch 1952. Uecember was a flrecord- 
braaking'f month during which 2799 minutes of drone f l i g h t  were logged. 
A t o t a l  of 12,294 minutes of drone f l i g h t  were logged from 1 July t o  
31 December. 

2. These increased services t o  the  Atlantic Fleet so augmented the 
administrative and operational dut ies  of of f icer  controllers t h a t  it was 
recpested tha t  Chief Petty Officers from t h i s  command be trained as  con- 
t ro l l e r s .  Assigned as  KD U n i t  Chief Petty Officers they would reduce the 
operational burden by acting a s  controllers in l i e u  of the off icers  on 
t raining or short operational T/PA exercises. Multiple target  exercises 
could be conducted without immobilizing a second KD uni t ,  and on long 
operations, sometimes consuming a whole day, the  Chief could rel ieve 
the  off icer  f o r  short periods during each f l igh t ,  thereby reducing the 
officer 1 s fat igue and increasing h i s  efficiency, In July t h i s  was - 
authorized by the Chief of Naval Operations (1) and on l.8 August two 
Chief Petty Officers were ordered t o  the Target Drone School (Class C), 
Naval Air Technicdl Training Unit, El Centro, Calit'ornia. They success- 
f u l l y  completed t ra in ing  and were designated as  controllers on 28 October . 
It i s  considered t h a t  t h i s  policy has proven highly sat isfactory i n  practice, 
and two more Chief Petty Officers f romth i s  command are  scheduled t o  be 
trained as controllers a t  33 Centro. 

3. In  the m e a n t b  it became apparent tha t  increasing requests f o r  
services were creating a demand f o r  s t i l l  more controllers, In addition, 
there was an increased u t i l iza t ion  oi' certain exercises which required the 
services of two controllers. These exercises were: Air t o  Air gunnery; 
!fultiple Target P i lo t l e s s  Aircraft attacks; two hour f l i g h t  duration of' 
such ta rge ts  as the KD&-1; and gunnery exercises of long uninterrupted 
periods. Training f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h i s  command being adequate t o  t r a i n  new 
controllers,  a t  negligible additional expense t o  the gwernment, on 23 
September authorization was requested of the Chief of Naval Personnel t o  
t ra in ,  qualify, and designate selected on board off icers  ana chief petty 
ofYicer personrL2l a s  ID controllers. The purpose of t h i s  t ra ining was 
t o  meet a presently existing need and w a s  not intended, in any sense, t o  
replace the Target b o n e  School (Class C), 33. Centro, California. This 
request was granted on 21 October (2) and t raining was comnced there- 
af ter ,  with the first such controller being designated on 25 November. 
The need s t i l l  exists, and two more controllers a re  presently undergoing 
t raining,  This program has already proven t o  be of great  value, 

Enclosure (1) (3 



HISTORICAL REPORT FOR UTILITY SQUADRON SIX (K) 
PERIOD 1 JULY 1952 TO 31 DECENBER 1952 (cONT'D) 

4 .  As the result of earlier experiments conducted aboard the USS 
SHENAMX)AH and the USS HOWARJI W. GIWORE (mentioned in the preceding 
historical report) Multi 1 Target Pilotless Aircraft exercises were 8 9 approved by CinCLantFlt 3 . This highly realistic type of operation 
is now available to the Atlantic Fleet as an advanced training exer- 
cise. 

5. The best method for recovery of TPA by destroyers was the sub- 
ject of a joint study by this c d  and ComDesFlotWO. The study was 
completed in September. CamDesLant Instruction 354l.9 of 8 September 
1952, estsblished a standard destroyer recovery technique stressing speed 
of recovery and safety of personnel balanced against possible damage to 
the TPA or the ship itself. A copy of this instruction is included in 
the appendix. 

6. A project to determine the operational suitability of the K-3 
Pilot Kit on KD2R-3 drones was assigned to this commAnd on 30 =?A). During the process of evaluation seven flight failures occurred. 

Five were believed to be directly attributable to the use of the Model 9- 
4J.A gyro-servo. Further flight tests were i continued ard all affected 

957 components were returned to the contractor . The project was not 
cancelled and will be reactivated when satisfactory equipment is available 
from the contractor. 

7. On 10 October it was requested that a VF Squadron of the U. S. 
Atlantic Fleet be designated to conduct air-to-air, radar controlled 
gunnery firing exercises, utilizing M) provided by this command as targets, 
in order to evaluate potentialities of this type exercise. This squadron 
had completed the training of a pilot-controller team q fled to conduct %! such exercises. The request was approved on 15 October , snd the 
evaluation was completed with highly satisfactory results. It is expected 
that this type of operation will soon be approved for use by aircraft 
squadrons of the Atlantic Fleet, and training of additional pilot-control- 
ler teams is being continued. , 

8. In order to support training requirements of the Fleet Marine Force, 
Atlantic Fleet, authorization of an additional KD unit was requeste n 15 
August. The request was approved by the Chief of Naval Operations ?77 and 
on 1 December 1952, KD Unit TEN was established. Personnel for this unit 
was supplied entirely from the squadron on-board complement. The bulk of 
the basic material necessary for the logistic support of the  unit was available 
as the result of the disestablishment of the only Marine IID unit on the 
Atlantic coast. 



REPORT FOZ UTILITY SQUADE~ON SIX (K)  - DEcL Ass1 FI ED 
LY 1952 TO 31 DECEkEBi 1 9 9  (COIJT'D) 

9, Further experience with the KDC-77445 has o d y  emphasized the 
conclusion s tated in the preceeding h i s to r i ca l  report - i ,e .  the fW3 
i s  not adequate a s  a launching c ra f t  f o r  small drone operations, It 
.is ufiderstood t h a t  a continuing study i s  being carried out i n  the  Navy 
Department t o  determine the s u i t a b i l i t y  OX replacing the KDC with a 
vessel more sui table  a s  a launching platf  arm. Working l eve l  conferences 
between the various commands concerned have been carried on and it i s  
expected tha t  t h i s  s i tua t ion  w i l l  be resolved i n  the near future, 

10. An intensified educational and t raining program has contributed 
much t o  the proficiency of t h e  of f icers  and men, This program has em- 
braced correspondence courses, educational. films, recognition training, 
communications, navigation, f l i g h t  safety and survival, and aer ology a s  
w e l l  as on the job training of the various enlisted r a t e s  aboard. Since 
October t h i s  command has been on the ComAirLant Educational Training 
Honor Roll with a score of 100 percent or higher, In addition, an ex- 
ceedingly l i v e l y  intramural a th l e t i c  program is achieving nearly 100 
percent participation by both of f icers  and men. This is  of great benefit 
t o  morale, as w e l l  as t o  physical f i tness .  

11. This cornand has a KD Unit stationed permanently a t  each of the 
fallowing places a t  the present time: SFxth Fleet, Mediterranean Sea;; ,+ 
Guantanarno Bay, Cuba; and the  Fleet Air Defense Training Center, Dam 



HISTORICAL REPORT FOR UTILITY SQUADRON SIX (K) 
b~cuss~nUr 

Footnotes: 

(1) CHO ltr OP-542~/ped se r  1319542 of 17 July 1952 

(2) CNO ltr OP-~QE/J~ ssr 192L+P542 of 21 October 1952 

(3) CinCLantFlt Conf I n s t r  03550.2 of 14 November 1952 

(4) CMO Project FL/EL$/KD, Remote Pi lo t  K i t  and ComUtWingLant 
Restricted ltr ~~12/W/Bl/gD/2 ser 510 of 30 June 1952 

(5) BuAer Itr Aer-EL-4202 17560q of 19 December 1952 

(6) CdirLant  Conf ltr ??F4-2/85 ser 12B 01753 of 15 October 1952 

(7) CNO ltr OP-502~2/pmc ser  2545P50 of 7 October 1952 

Enclosure (1) 



- .- - 
HIS'fOBICbL REPOIIT FOR UTILITY SQUADRON SIX (K) 
PERIOD 1 JULY 1952 TO 31 DEEMBER 1952 ( CONT'D) 

Target Pilotless Aircraft operational f l ight  data s tat is t ics  for the 
period 1 July 1952 to 31December 1952: 

Services Afloat 
Services Ashore 
~raininghvaluat ion 

Total 

Launched 
Expended 
Percent recovered 

KD FLIGHTS 

Enclosure (1) (6) 


